Haiti - Security : 2 UDMO agents fall under the bullets
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Early Monday morning, two agents of the Departmental Unit of The Maintenance of Order (UDMO) lost their lives during a police operation in the area of  4th Avenue Bolosse, near Martissant (south of Port-au-Prince, between the Morne Hospital and the sea, on the Carrefour road).

The police operation, which was attended by UDMO agents, aimed to dislodge bandits who have been spreading terror for several weeks in this inner city neighborhood of the metropolitan area.

For his part, Prime Minister Jack Guy Lafontant reacting to the loss of these two agents said "I express my deepest sympathies and my sincere condolences to the PNH and the families of the police (Agent 2 Jimmy Boyard, 18th class, Agent 2 Philidor Guy Evens, 22nd class) the victims in Grand Ravine, during a police operation, this November  13th, 2017."

Reacting to this act, President Moïse said, "I am deeply touched by the killing on November 13 of two PNH agents in Grand Ravine as part of a police operation. I take this opportunity to convey my deepest sympathies to their families."

"I salute the courage and bravery of our police officers who are in harsh and complicated conditions, a heroic work in this essential struggle against barbarism. Such painful incidents remind us of the risks our police officers take every day to ensure the safety of all Haitians.

“Haiti, stand up to support the forces of law and order who are at the forefront of this fight against banditry. May the whole nation pull together with the PNH," declared Michel-Ange Gédéon, Director General of the PNH.

Also according to our sources three bandits were reportedly shot dead during clashes on Monday, 4 police officers were also wounded and thirty people were arrested.   Note by Tom Luce, one dead person, David jean-Baptiste is a school teacher and several other civilians were killed. 
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Following the anti-gang operation at the beginning of the week, in the zone of Avenue Bolosse, close to Martissant, at least 7 were left dead among the civilians among whom a guard and a teacher from the " Evangelical School Maranatha " (4th Avenue in Bolosse), as well as 2 police officers of the Departmental Unit of Maintenance of Order (UDMO)  -- information confirmed by Alain Auguste, the Director of the National Police of Haiti (PNH) of the Department of the West; “the Ministry of National Education deeply deplores the fact that a school is the scene of such bloody events that can cause a great trauma on students and staff of the institution.”

The Ministry reminds all of us that a school must be a sanctuary for our children, the reference center for the academic, moral, civic and intellectual training of our young people for the future of tomorrow.

The Ministry expresses its sympathies to all those affected by this regrettable incident, especially to the educational community in the area, to all the staff and students of the Evangelical College Maranatha and the Haitian National Police, the families and comrades of the deceased police officers. 
Note by Tom Luce: these two articles are from a news outlet— Haiti Libre -- that is careful not to insert politically charged points of view such as Haïti Liberté does.
