Michel-Ange Gédeon: Protecting the PNH (Haitian National Police) comes first

Since the bloody Monday, in Martissant (Nov. 13, 2017) the PNH has been sailing on a rough sea. UDMO police have been accused of executing peaceful citizens. Even though the chief of police, Michel-Ange Gédéon, has been calming police officers whose nerves are on edge, he warns however that there will be no "cover up", impunity for the case of violation of human rights. The protection of the PNH must come first.
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     "If between us there are one, two or three policemen implicated in the alleged execution of people in Grand-Ravine or in the caning of this engineer, the director the Maranatha school, they must be denounced so that  we take the necessary sanctions, " said the Director of the PNH (Haitian National Police), Michel-Ange Gédéon, in an interview with this newspaper, Wednesday, November 22, 2017. "Better to lose one or two policemen instead of trying to cover them up and risk losing the institution. There have been efforts in the past. These are assets that we can not lose, " he continued, emphasizing the "consequences of human rights violations that go unpunished. The entire institution is paying the price and this can happen to the highest authorities in the country," said Michel-Angel Gédéon, stressing that "in relation to the allegations of execution, it was important to instruct the General Inspectorate to conduct an investigation to shed light on the matter."

     Faced with allegations of "execution", “the PNH command, once informed—by duty of righteousness and professionalism— asked the General Inspectorate to conduct an investigation,” insisted Michel-Ange Gédéon who, meanwhile, said he had instructed the DCPJ to identify and bring to justice the bandits who killed two UDMO agents and wounded four others who, after the end of the operation, en route to the assembly point, had decided themselves to intervene after getting a message about the existence of a weapons cache. 

       PNH General Director Michel-Angel Gédéon told the newspaper that there was "no mutiny" at the UDMO the day before. There was more of a communication problem. UDMO agents, interviewed at the SDPJ West under the DDO / PNH on the incidents of Grand-Ravine “understood the call to a unit of the police station of Port-au-Prince as an attempt at raising a question. "They resisted and said if it is there at this crossroads that we are talking about, it is better to settle the issue at their base. Why was it the management that was planning the operation which is conducting the hearing on them at the SDPJ?” they told themselves. “They felt aggrieved and decided to return to their base,“ said the director of the police. “There was no mutiny or tires inflamed by policemen at the bottom of Delmas. This would be the worst behavior that people in charge of putting in order would be involved in the disorder,” continued the chief of the police, who confides to have spoken to the policemen. "The message is remembered and welcomed by the police who understand that they have a role to play in helping me shed light on Grand Ravine. Because, the consequences are that all of us will suffer if we do not act, "said Michelangelo Gideon. The UDMO police are on the streets and doing their job.

     Asked about the unity within the PNH command at a time when some equate the departmental director of the West of the PNH to a protégé of high dignitaries of the executive, Michel-Angel Gédéon said that the HNP has a Chief and it's him. "The PNH has a leader, it's Michel-Ange Gédéon. He is ratified by the Haitian Parliament for a three-year term. He has the authority to make arrangements that are his prerogatives,”he said of himself, saying he told parliament and  the press that "under his leadership, he is fighting for the police to not be politicized. Today, no matter who is in a position at the institution, it is because the General Director believes that he has the required capabilities. If the Director General found that one or more commanders would be sneaking into politics to secure their position or reach a higher position, we would take the steps that the law provides, "said Michelangelo Gideon, who however, stressed that at the same time, "you have to behave in a way that does not harm someone who works just because people associate him with a particular sector." "We must take precautions," he said, recalling that in his time, DDO / PNH, like Alain Auguste, he had been the target of attacks by people who wrongly connecte him to a political sector. "Until this minute, there is no interference of political authorities in my management of the institution. If this is done, it is done in a veiled way “, said Michelangelo Gideon, praising President Jovenel Moise and Prime Minister Jack Guy Lafontant "who have a real desire to accompany the PNH". "I am witnessing pressure on the Ministry of Finance to unblock the PNH files," he said. The police need resources to continue its modernization, said Michel-Angel Gédéon. Asked about the remobilization of the army, the director of the PNH said that the decision was made by the highest authorities in the country. "We are at the service of the state and the people, we have to comply," said the director general of the PNH, who says he "encouraged his troops to remain professional, to continue to do their job is to serve and protect ... We advocate the agreement and avoid clashes, "said Michel-Ange Gédéon, who emphasizes that the two institutions, whose missions are different, are composed of Haitians who have put themselves at the service of their country.
