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The Justice, Security and National Defense Committee of the Senate held hearings for the members of the Superior Council of the National Police of Haiti (CSPN) this Monday, November 20, 2017. Several items on the agenda were not raised because the incidents in Grand Ravine were at the heart of this working meeting.

The operation led by the Haitian National Police in Grand Ravine has generated a lot of unrest in recent days. The operation officially ended with more than a dozen deaths, including two policemen. In this regard, not too clear explanations were given at the time of the hearing in the Senate, in the opinion of Atty. Jean Renel Senatus, the chairman of the commission in the Senate, who says the involvement of the CSPN contains a lot of faults.

"Although there is information that can not be revealed so as not to encroach on the investigation, I admit that there are flaws in the involvement of the CSPN," said the senator.

For his part, Senator Ronald Larêche, another member of the commission, believes that what happened in Grand Ravine allows us to notice the existence of a total disorder in the hierarchy of the police institution with on one side the Management of  the West Department and the Central Management of the Administrative Police, and on the other side the General Management.

The statements of Michel-Ange Gideon, Director General of the PNH barely give a better understanding of the situation. At one point he would have tried in vain to suspend the operation. Michel-Ange Gédéon however condemns the incidents and presents his sympathies to the families of the victims.

In addition, Mr. Gédéon believes that the investigation related to these incidents is beginning  to ease the apprehension over the situation up to then. Appropriate measures will be taken soon within the HNP as an answer.

The CSPN Chief and Prime Minister Jack Guy Lafontant, for his part, argues that field operations are not the responsibility of the CSPN, which is primarily concerned with the strategies of the HNP. The whole operation was planned by the heads of the Management of  the West Department according to his remarks.

The Prime Minister promises that after the investigation, the culprits will not go unpunished. There will be no situation of "investigation is ongoing" in this case according to him.

