A BLOODY DAY IN MARTISSANT by Roberson Alphonse
Le Nouvelliste  2017-11-13
Two UDMO agents killed, three alleged bandits arrested (killed?), four policemen injured is the verified record of a police operation that could have made other victims, in Grand Ravine, Martissant district, at the southern entrance from Port-au-Prince.

Jimmy Boyard and Guy Evens Philidor, two policemen of the UDMO, were shot dead in Grand Ravine during an operation in the Grand Ravine district, in Martissant,  according to the newspaper spokesman of the departmental director of West of the PNH, the Commissioner Jean Ismagne August, Monday, November 13, 2017. Four other injured policemen were sent to the hospital, he said.

“During this operation, pastor Louis of the Maranatha School misled the police officers by leading them to a depot where he claimed that bandits had hidden weapons”, said Commissioner Auguste. “By making maneuvers to enter this depot located in the vicinity of the college, no less than 12 armed bandits opened fire with Galil, Kalashnikov weapons on the police”, said the spokesman of the DDO / PNH.

Three alleged bandits were "stopped (T. Luce = killed?)" during this operation, explained Jean Ismagne Auguste who did not confirm the information of a source of this newspaper indicating that the guardian of the college and his wife were shot dead. Commissioner Jean Ismagne Auguste also said that 31 people were apprehended in the context of this operation to restore peace in the area where the population lives under the regulated control of armed gangs.

The southern entrance to Port of Port-au-Prince has been in turmoil for several weeks after members of the Grand Ravine gang, in an attack by a rival at 5th Ave Bolosse, have left in their wake “dead and desolate people”, said several inhabitants of Martissant interviewed by the newspaper. "This morning, heavy weapons have sung in Grand Ravine," said another source, noting that it is young men just out of adolescence who are doing the shootiing like Ti Lapli, one of the warlords of Grand Ravine. There is also Chris, a leader who lives in Ti Bwa. They are less than twenty-five years old, said this source, pointing out that often, leaders, parliamentarians and other officials visit and feast with armed bandits. This new bloody day in Martissant comes five days before the official re-mobilization on 18 November of FAD'H amid skepticism of some.
===================

Note by Tom Luce: the following summary was from a broadcast by  Radio Timoun (Children’s Radio—begun by Pres. Aristide) with a video entitled, “A Massacre done by the police in Gran Ravin”— Click the link below to see men walking around with guns in the streets. You have to understand Haitian Creole to get the report. Clearly the political content is more graphic and complete than in Haiti Liberté, no killings by bandits, justby police.)
Summary:

The reporting was live from the Port-au-Prince neighborhood of Grand’Ravine on the Maranatha school grounds and nearby where 8 of the bodies including those of a teacher (David Jean-Baptiste who also teaches at Mary Magdalen) and the school caretaker still lay as of 2 hours ago this morning, Tuesday 11/14/17. Other bodies were stated by witnesses to be in nearby bushes. Many are reported wounded by police gunfire and beatings with hammers. In addition, news reports make mention of 31 arbitrary arrests.   (See video Masak lapolis fe nan Gran Ravin 13 Novanm 2017: Warning graphic content)
These killings were conducted by units of the Haitian police according to a number of survivors beaten by the police and other witnesses interviewed by Radio Timoun. It is also reported that at the very early hour when the police attack against the community took place, many children and adults were injured by the very potent tear gas used by the police.
Note by Tom Luce: this is a major newspaper in Haiti maybe of the calibre of the NYT.











