The UEBH mission denounces a massacre following the operation of the police in Grand-Ravine
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The Protestant Evangelical Baptist Mission of Haiti gives its version of the events that occurred Monday morning in Grand-Ravine during a police operation that left two dead and four wounded in the ranks of the agents of the PNH. Mission officials denounced in a note on Tuesday "rumors, some more unlikely than others," circulating about the unfolding of the incident. In fact, according to statements by Commissioner Jean Ismane Auguste, Pastor Armand Louis of Maranatha College misled the police officers by leading them to a warehouse where he claimed that bandits had hidden weapons. "The truth to be restored is that police arrived very early on the college yard. The director arrived around 8:45 am despite being warned of tension in the area. The police were already in operation while students were going to the school yard. An exchange of fire between police and bandits resulted in deaths among police officers. Subsequently, the police officers opened fire on the guard and a teacher of the school, "said officials of the Protestant Evangelical Mission Baptist Haiti.

They also note that units of the PNH in hoods without warning had entered their campus in Bolosse, 261, route des Dalles, before 5:00 am Monday, November 13, 2017. "When Pastor Armand Louis arrived at his office and found the police officers in full operation, he offered them his collaboration by allowing them to search all over the campus which houses the headquarters’ offices of the mission founded in 1928 and the Maranatha Evangelical College established in 1956 ", reports the Deputy Chairman of the UEBH Executive Committee, Reverend Jean Bilda Robert, pointing out that it is impossible for the pastor to have been involved in the planning of ambushes as the police believe.

 

Contacted by the newspaper, Pastor Jean Bilda Robert described the massacre after  Tuesday morning’s work in Martissant. “A dozen people, including the guardian and a teacher of the school, were killed”, he laments. “The corpses of most victims still littered the ground until Tuesday afternoon”, said Jean Bilda Robert. In the note, he says that more than thirty people have been arrested. "Pastor Armand Louis, director of the college, member of the executive committee of the UEBH and former member of a presidential commission, was brutalized and then transported to the DDO (Departmental Directorate of the West) under improbable accusations ", according to the head of the Mission, together with the institution's lawyer, representatives of the UEBH, representatives of the Protestant Federation of Haiti and friends who had gone to the police station in Port-au-Prince to bring legal assistance and moral support.

While presenting their sympathies to the families of the police as well as to the other victims during this operation, the man of the church says he strongly condemns the behavior of the police officers with respect to Pastor Armand who, according to him, always showed "integrity", "rectitude" and "interest in the education of all children in the area". The UEBH mission demands an investigation to determine the conditions under which the "valiant police" and "innocent victims" of the college died. “The massacre that took place on the campus of the UEBH mission will also have to alert everyone about the time bomb that is the Gran Ravin area if it continues to spread in such an anarchic way”, so believe the officials of the mission that declare themselves committed to the rule of law.

The head of the Maranatha school is currently in custody at the police station in Port-au-Prince, according to Jean Bilda Robert.
