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POLICE BLUNDERS IN GRAND RAVINE: PASTOR ARMAND LOUIS, PRINCIPAL OF THE SCHOOL MARANATHA, BRUTALIZED AND ARRESTED, FINALLY RELEASED THIS MONDAY

Port-au-Prince, 20 November 2017 - (AHP) - Investigating magistrate Brédy Fabien released on Monday for humanitarian reasons, engineer Armand Louis, a week after his arrest during a tough national police operation in Grand Ravine.

Pastor Armand Louis is the principal of Maranatha School, located on 4th Avenue Bolosse, where the November 13th operation took place. (note: Google Map says it is at 261 Rt. De Dalles on the campus of  S.T.E.P.  the Protestant Seminary of Evangelical Theology).
Two policemen, three alleged bandits and members of the civilian population were killed during the raid on the site, described by the opposition as a massacre.

One of the lawyers of the Evangelical Mission, owner of the school whose pastor has  been the principal  for thirty years, Mr. Osnser H. Févry, indicated that judge Brédy Fabien decided to release him so that he can be treated because he was savagely beaten during his arrest. He remains, however, at the disposal of justice, he said.

A few hours after this operation, a spokesman for the DDO (Departmental Directorate of the West of the PNH), the commissioner Jean Ismagne Auguste had hinted that pastor Louis had misled law enforcement by alerting them , he said, about a supposed stash of weapons.

And according to the police officer, it was while going to the spot that the police were caught, according to him, in an ambush during which, two of them, Jimmy Boyard and Philidor Guy Evens both agents 2, were shot dead and several others injured.

Mr. Osner Févry, like many others before him, disputes this version of the facts, arguing that Pastor Louis had arrived on the scene after the police officers. The lawyer pleaded in favor of the continuation of the judicial inquiry, therefore, recalling that justice is not necessarily bound by the report of the police.

He denounced "abuses and summary executions, during which at least a dozen people, members of the civilian population, were shot dead.

He states that his office has lodged a complaint against the police officers who took part in this operation. The file contained no indictment information, preliminary information, or summary of the offense, he said, inviting the agents of the PNH to learn how to manage the loss of their brothers–in-arms-
This Monday at midday, the engineer Armande Louis, one of the daughters of Pastor Armand Louis, had demanded his release.

He was not there when the operation began, she stated, adding that a police officer even called him on the phone to ask him not to come to school that morning, November 13th. She demanded justice and reparation for all the victims.

While examining magistrate Brédy Fabien was questioning Pastor Louis at his office, dozens of students from Maranatha College, parents and supporters of the pastors were organizing a sit-in in front of the courthouse to demand his release.

Also on Monday, at the invitation of the Senate Justice and Security Committee, a meeting was held between parliamentarians and members of the National Police High Council on this issue.

A meeting that would have allowed senators to detect flaws in the planning of the November 13 operation.

================================================== =

The head of government acknowledges, after numerous denunciations, that mistakes were made during the police operation in Grand Ravine and promises that those responsible will be identified and the guilty punished.
Port-au-Prince, November 20, 2017 - (AHP) -After many senior government officials and high-ranking police officers backed-up the police action in Grand Ravin on November 13, Prime Minister Jack Guy Lafontant acknowledged, after numerous denunciations, that police blunders had been committed during this operation, announcing that following investigations (administrative and judicial0, those responsible would be identified and the culprits punished.

Jean-Renel Senatus, chairman of the Justice and Public Security Committee of the Grand Corps, said on Monday that he had problems with the chain of command of the Haitian National Police (PNH), that there had been disobedience at some point in time during the operation.

Information confirmed by the Director General of the PNH. Michel-Angel Gédéon, pointing out that at some point, instructions were given to stop the operation but that there were, he said, slipups. An investigation is underway and those responsible will be identified, he said.

Mr. Gédéon also reported a flaw in the preparation of the operation that had mobilized no less than 213 officers from several units of the police institution.

It is not the first time, in recent weeks, that the police are accused of summary executions, following the death of one of theirs. 
On October 12, officers of the interventional brigade BOID, had made a strong trip down to Lilavois following the assassination of one of their colleagues, police officer Watson Jean.  According to a report by RNDDH, the Network of Human Rights Defense, these agents organized a punitive expedition that ended in the death of at least one person. Two more are missing after they were arrested, 8 houses bashed and garages were burned.
