Police Blunder in Grand-Ravine: The division within the PNH has struck again
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The Justice, Security and National Defense Committee of the Senate met this Monday, November 20, 2017 with the members of the Superior Council of the National Police of Haiti. The record of the botched police operation in Grand-Ravine last week was the focus of discussions. At the end of this meeting, all the parties spoke of discordance within the high command of the PNH which would be at the base of this carnage.

"Blunder" for the head of government Jack Guy Lafontant, "faulty intervention" for the chairman of the Justice, Security and National Defense Committee in the Senate, Jean Renel Sénatus, "operation turned wrong" for the director general of the PNH Michel-Ange Gédéon or "empty-handed operation" for Senator Ronald Larêche, “the police operation in Grand-Ravine last week has a rather bitter taste and, as usual, we are striving to find the black sheep.

Those Responsible
As President of the High Council of the Haitian National Police, Prime Minister Jack Guy Lafontant should have his say, yet he is the first to wash his hands in this matter. As he did after the violent protest movements of the political opposition during the month of September, the head of the CSPN is evasive by emphasizing that the CSPN only deals with the strategies of the PNH and not with different operations in the field. He argues: "The CSPN has rather a strategic role, it is not involved in the operations". According to him, this structure usually meets only twice a year and, in extraordinary session, meets at the request of three of its five members. This leads him to indicate "that an operation of this scale is not planned at the level of the CSPN but by the police officers of the department in question, that is to say, the police officers of the Department of the West" .

The Director General of the PNH Michel-Ange Gédéon went straight to the point. "The operation was planned between the western departmental management and the MINUJUSTH," said the DG of the PNH to the question of whether the general management was involved in the operation. Far from wanting to give anything away, Mr. Gédéon argued that everything, such as the presence of a justice of the peace, was put in place to "do things right". The problem is that "unforeseen events creeped into the operation". Faced with these intangible matters,  orders were given to stop the operation, which was not done, and it led to a slip-up. Today, an administrative investigation is underway within the PNH to punish the guilty who have turned a deaf ear.

 The General Director of the PNH has not explicitly denied his involvement in the debacle of 13 November but Northeast Senator Ronald Larêche, does not intend to miss this opportunity to spit the truth to the faces of the friendly journalists who alternate questions and reminders against waffling language, the caution of the authorities.  According to him, "the Director General was not involved in the planning or the operation". He argues that his observation shows him that at the level of the PNH there is a disorder in the chain of command. "

How do you expect 260 police officers to be involved in an operation without the knowledge of the director general of the institution? In this case, the DDO must assume its responsibility, "said the senator before thrusting the knife into the wound, stressing:" Within the HNP, the DDO and the DCPA command one team and the DG controls another opposing team ".

Numbers

According to the figures of the general director of the PNH, corroborated by the president of the commission Jean Renel Sénatus, the operation, which mobilized 260 policemen, resulted in the death of 8 citizens, 2 policemen and no bandit identified as such . No weapons were seized by the police armada, which instead lost "an M4 automatic rifle," Michel-Ange Gédéon confided, saying that the weapon had been given to one of the deceased policemen and that  the bandits had time to recover it.

Perspectives
"Investigations are in progress", announced the Prime Minister promising this time that there will not be the famous formula of avoidance: "the investigation continues". He said the results of the police investigation into the issue will be published by Wednesday, November 21 and that sanctions will be taken against those responsible for the carnage that claimed the lives of 10 individuals, including two policemen, according to figures from these officials.

Even more categorical than the head of the CSPN, the HNP director Michel-Ange Gédéon underlines that the general inspection was, from the first hours following the operation, instructed to launch an administrative inquiry to fix the responsibilities within the framework of this case. Today, he says he is satisfied with the results he is getting as the days go by. The DG is  not saying too much in order not to bias the investigation which is in its last phase, but nothing prevents him from announcing that "changes are underway at the level of the metropolitan area to fill in the gaps". These administrative measures will be followed by penal sanctions, assures the chief of police.
